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it. This gentleman was Chiverni, who affected to be the mere tool of the Cardinal de Lorraine, but who was in reality in Catherine's service. Catherine had two other devoted allies in the two Gondi, creatures of her own; but they, as Florentines, were too open to the suspicions of the Guises to be sent into the country; she kept them at the Court, where their every word and action was closely watched, but where they, on their side, watched the Guises and reported to Catherine. These two Italians kept a third adherent to the Queen-mother's faction, Birague, a clever Picdmontese who, like Chiverni, pretended to have abandoned Catherine to attach himself to the Guises, arid who encouraged them in their undertakings while spying for Catherine.
Chiverni had arrived from Econen and Paris. The last to ride in was Saint-Andre, Marshal of France, who rose to be such an important personage that the Guises adopted him as the third of the triumvirate they formed against Catherine in the following year. But earlier than either of these, Vieilleville, the builder of the Chateau of Duretal, who had also by his devotion to the Guises earned the rank of Marshal, had secretly come and more secretly gone, without anyone knowing what the mission might be that the Grand Master had given him. Saint-Andre, it was known, had been instructed to take military measures to entice all the reformers who were under arms to Amboise, as the result of a council held by the Cardinal de Lorraine, the Due de Guise, Birague, Chiverni, Vieilleville, and Saint-Andre. As the heads of the House of Lorraine thus employed Birague, it is to, be supposed that they trusted to their strength, for they knew that he was attached to the Queen-mother; but it is possible that they kept him about them with a view to discovering their rival's secret designs, as she allowed him to attend them. In those strange times the double part played by some political intriguers was known to both the parties who employed them; they were like cards in the hands of players, and the craftiest won the game.
All through this sitting the brothers had been impenetrably guarded. Catherine's conversation with her friends will? however, fully explain the purpose cf this meeting, con-